=< — 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


The summary of this interview is based upon reports (Exhibit A) and taped interviews 
contained in this packet. This summary contains interviews by Internal Affairs Bureau 
(IAB) investigators of the three Department members involved in the incident and 
three Department members who witnessed the incident. 


On September 13, 1997, Sergeants Allan Smith and Jerry Greene of the Internal 
Affairs Bureau were notified that deputies from Industry Station were involved in an 
incident outside a residence in the city of Bassett. The incident centered around an 
intoxicated individual, Suspect Luis Orozco, who had just assaulted another 
individual. As uniformed deputies began to arrive at the scene, the suspect 
immediately started running from the location. A short foot pursuit ended with the 
suspect being tackled to the ground by Deputy James Moss, #. A struggle 
ensued between the suspect and Deputy Moss and several other deputies. As the 
deputies were attempting to handcuff the resisting suspect, the suspect sustained a 
fractured left elbow. The following is an account of the incident: 


On September 13, 1997, at approximately 1942 hours, Industry Station desk personnel 


received a 911 call from . The caller, ay 
BB said that his neighbor, Victim , had just been beaten up by another male. 


The incident occurred at the rear, converted garage of f=] 

(Exhibit B). The caller described the suspect as a male Hispanic, approximately thirty 
years old, wearing a green shirt and green pants. The weapon was described as hands 
and an unknown object. As the first units began to arrive, an update was added, 
stating that the suspect had dropped the weapon and he was now leaving the location 
on foot. 


The first unit to arrive at the location, Deputies Robert Goltz, #{I. and Ronald 
Anderson, #9, Unit 142A, was immediately flagged down by Victim I. 
The victim, who was bloodied, began pointing north, stating that the suspect tried to 
kill him and had just left on foot. The deputies looked down the street and saw the 
suspect running north, on the east sidewalk. Assisting Unit 148E5, Deputies James 
Moss and aes. A. had also arrived at the location. All four deputies 
immediately began running after the suspect, shouting at him to stop. As they were 
chasing the suspect, Deputies I and Moss were advised by a citizen that the suspect 
had a gun. Approximately seven houses north, and across the street from the original 
location (refer to sketch of location - Exhibit C), the suspect jumped a small fence and 
went into the front yard of aaa se) (Exhibit D). He then ran through 
the yard to the north fence and began to climb over the fence and into the front yard of 
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Hl San Angelo (Exhibit E). Witness D, who lives at J, came 
outside when he heard the sirens and saw the suspect coming over the fence. He then 
attempted to detain him at the fence. 


Deputy Moss, who was the first deputy to reach the suspect, followed the suspect 
around the corner of the fence and tackled him in the yard. Deputy {J was just 
behind Moss, and had now joined him. Deputy Moss, who was now face to face with 
the suspect, began struggling with him in an attempt to control him. The suspect was 
kicking his legs and thrashing his upper body around as he grabbed onto Deputy Moss' 
shirt. The suspect then began thrusting his head forward, in an attempt to headbutt 
Deputy Moss. Deputy Moss then struck the suspect, once in the face with his right 
fist, knocking him back to the ground. The suspect then rolled onto his stomach and 
continued to thrash about. He refused the deputies commands to put his hands behind 
his back, and instead, maintained them tightly against his body. Deputy Moss then 
began struggling with the suspect’s right arm, while Deputy Anderson, who just 
arrived with Deputy Goltz, struggled with his left arm. Deputy [J held the suspect's 
head down with her hands and knee and Deputy Goltz wrapped up the suspect's legs. 
At this time, all four deputies were unsure if the suspect was armed or not, and Deputy 
os} was telling them that he may have a gun. Fearing that he may be armed and 
reaching for a gun in his waistband, their number one concern was removing his hands 
from under his body and getting him handcuffed. 


IAB Note: The first arriving units never received the update, indicating that 
the suspect had dropped his weapon. They had gone 10-97 prior 
to the information being broadcast. This is supported by the MDT 
/ Incident Details (Exhibit F). 


As the struggle continued with the suspect, additional units began arriving. Unit 
148E7, Deputies Dwight Miley, , and Kevin Greer, and Unit 141E, 
Deputies Daniel Brownell, , and Sam Bellomo, , arrived. Deputies 
Bellomo and Greer began handling crowd control, while Miley and Brownell assisted 
with apprehending the suspect. Miley, fearing that the suspect had a gun, stood over 
him with his weapon drawn, while Brownell assisted Moss with controlling the 
suspect's right arm. All of the deputies that were near the suspect said that while he 
struggled to keep from being handcuffed, he never said a word. 


During the struggle, the deputies gave numerous verbal commands to the suspect to 
remove his hands from under his body, but he would not comply. Simultaneously, 
Deputy Anderson continued pulling on his left arm and Deputies Moss and Brownell 
pulled on his right. Failing in their efforts to free the suspect's arms, Deputy Anderson 
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attempted to initiate a rear arm control hold on the suspect's left arm with his baton. 
This also failed. He then struck the suspect's left elbow several times with his 
flashlight in an effort to free his arm. This also appeared to have no effect on the 
suspect. Deputy Goltz then moved in and attempted to place a rear arm control hold 
on the suspect's left arm, by placing his flashlight between the suspect's arm and body. 
This also failed. He then began to physically pull at the suspect's left arm. As the 
suspect's arm began to come free from under his body, the deputies suddenly heard a 
popping sound come from the suspect's arm. They were then able to place his left arm 
behind his back. Deputy Moss was also able to put the suspect's right arm behind his 
back by initiating a rear arm control hold with the use of Deputy Anderson's baton. 


Suspect Orozco was then handcuffed by Deputy Golt without further incident. A 
code-4 was initiated by Deputy {J who also advised that during the struggle, her 
gun fell out from its holster. The deputies said that their Oleoresin Capsicum (O/C) 
spray was not an option, because of the close proximity between them and the suspect. 


Sergeant Alfred Maldonado, #§. Unit 148ES, arrived at the scene after the code- 
4 and supervised the handling of the incident. He also identified and interviewed one 
witness, [eaten are 


Suspect Orozco was treated at the scene by L.A. County Fire, Engine Company 87, 
Captain Martin, then transported by ambulance to Whittier Community Hospital, 
15151 Janine Drive, Whittier, phone number (562) 945-3561. He was accompanied in 
the ambulance by Unit 142K2, Deputy Thomas Reid, #4. Suspect Orozco was 
treated by Doctor John Stroh for soft tissue damage and a possible fracture to the left 
elbow. X-rays were taken at the hospital and Radiologist, Mark Rockoff, M.D., 
diagnosed the suspect as having a “displaced fracture of the medial humeral 
epicondyle” (fractured left elbow). No other fractures or dislocations were seen 
(Exhibit G & H). A splint was applied and the suspect was okayed for booking. After 
initially being taken to Industry Station, the suspect was transported to MCJ for 
booking. 


Suspect Orozco was interviewed by Sergeants Smith and Greene at Industry Station. 
He told them that he did not remember the incident between himself and the deputies. 
He did remember working that day, as a gardener, then going to his cousin's house to 
return his gardening equipment. While there, he went to the converted garage and 
began sharing a bottle of tequila with Victim J. He estimated the time as either 
5:30 or 6:30 PM and that they drank for approximately two hours. They then got into 
an argument over a “lady” and began fighting. His friend then attempted to break up 
the fight, which had now moved outside. Someone then told him to leave, because the 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 3 IAB FO1138570 


ed ~~ 


police had been called. He said that he then walked away from the location and went 
into someone's yard where he was stopped by the police. He did not recall having any 
type of confrontation with the deputies and was even unaware that he had a broken 
arm. He said that he only remembered fighting with [J but not with the deputies. 


Witness (J. who was interviewed on September 13, 1997, at approximately 
2014 hours by Sergeant Maldonado, stated he was inside his house when he heard 
sirens coming from outside. He then stepped outside to see what was happening. He 
looked to his left and saw the suspect attempting to jump over his fence. He ran up to 
the suspect and grabbed a hold of his upper body and pushed him to the ground. He 
then turned his attention to the deputies, who were chasing the suspect. He directed 
the deputies to where he detained the suspect. When he turned back around to follow 
the deputies, he saw that they were on the ground struggling with the suspect. He said 
the suspect was resisting the deputies and the deputies appeared to be trying to remove 
something from his hands. He said the deputies were instructing the suspect to 
comply, but he would not, and continued to resist. He said that during the entire 
struggle, the deputies were trying to handcuff the suspect, but he would not let them. 
He saw one deputy strike the suspect in the arm approximately ten times with his 
flashlight. The deputies were eventually able to get him handcuffed. [NE said 
that in his opinion, the deputies did nothing wrong and were only trying to subdue the 
suspect, who was resisting them and not allowing himself to be handcuff. 


On September 17, 1997, at approximately 1615 hours, Sergeant Allan Smith went to 
San Angelo Avenue, Bassett to conduct a follow up investigation. He identified three 
additional witnesses and spoke with the victim. The following is a summary of those 
interviews: 


Witness EE, who lives directly [J the street from where the suspect was 
apprehended, said he heard the sirens and went outside to investigate. He looked 
down the street and saw radio cars, just south of his house. He then heard his neighbor 
from [J the street, Witness S, yell out to the deputies that the suspect was in 
his yard, attempting to go over the fence. He then saw his other neighbor, Witness 

, confront the suspect and assist in pulling him over the fence. 
detained the suspect for a couple of seconds until the deputies ran up and took the 
suspect down to the ground. He could hear the deputies telling the suspect to put his 
hands behind his back so they could handcuff him, but he could not clearly see what 
was actually happening, because it was too dark. He could see that the suspect was on 
his stomach and the deputies were trying to pull his arms free and place them behind 
his back. He never saw any strikes being delivered by the deputies or the suspect. He 
said the struggle lasted less than a minute before the deputies eventually handcuffed 
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Witness EE. who's front yard the suspect ran through, said he was inside his 
house ironing, when his attention was drawn to his front yard. He saw the suspect 
running northbound through his yard toward the fence that divides his property from 
Witness J's yard. He then stepped outside to see why the suspect was running 
through the yard. He saw the suspect climb over his fence and into the front yard of 
J San Angelo, where he saw a deputy tackle him. He also saw Witness ES 
standing near the fence. He said he never saw EM touch the suspect. After the 
suspect was tackled, he said the deputies wrestled and struggled with him before 
handcuffing him. He said there were seven deputies, including one female, around the 
suspect. He never heard anything said by the suspect or the deputies. He just 
remembered the deputies trying to subdue the suspect. He also never saw any strikes 
being delivered by the deputies or the suspect. Witness [J said he was standing at 
the north fence during the altercation. 


Witness B said he was walking home with his dog from the park, which is 
north of the location. He was on the west sidewalk, near [ij SJ. when he 
noticed the radio cars arriving. Initially, he saw the radio cars drive past the suspect, 
who was running north, but shortly after, saw the deputies running northbound after 
him. He could see that the suspect had something in his hand, possibly chrome in 
color, and he heard a deputy tell him to drop it. The deputy then tackled the suspect in 
the front yard of i | San Angelo. A struggle ensued and the suspect was resisting the 
deputies. He said the suspect was keeping his hands from being put behind his back 
and the deputies struggled with him, trying to handcuff him. He said it took two or 
three minutes to get the suspect handcuffed and they keep telling him not to resist. He 
never saw the deputies strike the suspect. 


Victim EE gave basically the same account of the incident as Suspect Orozco, 
up to the point that an argument broke out between them. He said there was never an 
argument, that when the suspect was preparing to leave with a friend, he suddenly 
walked up to him and began punching him in the face and head. He also tried to choke 
him with a weed cutter and struck him in the head with a floor fan. The suspect then 
drove away with his friend, but returned approximately three minutes later, and began 
walking up the driveway towards him. He appeared to be holding a knife in his hand. 
The suspect then heard the sirens and ran north on San Angelo. He then directed the 
arriving deputies to the direction the suspect had run. Both of the victim's eyes were 
bruised and his upper left arm had a large bruise. He has not sought any medical 
attention at this time. He also said that the suspect's true name is Mario Rudolfo 
Alvarez and that he is avoiding the INS and has some type of prior spousal abuse 
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HB. He said the suspect obtained a California drivers license under the name Luis 
Orozco to avoid the INS. 


On September 16, 1997, the District Attorney's Office, Rio Hondo Municipal Court, 
filed one count of Assault with a Deadly Weapon, 245 PC, and one count of Resisting 
a Police Officer, 148 PC, on Suspect Orozco, case # KA037600. 


A FAX return of the suspect’s fingerprints reveals that his true name is in fact, Mario 
Rudolfo Alvarez, DOB 10-20-65, Cll 4, CDL 4. Personal 
History Index (PHI) reveals that he has 

and that deportation proceedings were started in March, 1991. He also has a felony 
spousal assault warrant from Citrus Court for $200,000, warrant # KA02453801. 


Deputy Moss advised that he strained his back during the incident. He said that he has 
had prior back surgery and fears that he may have re-injured the back. He said he 
advised Sergeant Maldonado of the possible injury, but declined medical treatment at 
this time, stating he would see his own doctor in the morning. On September 17™, 
Lieutenant Randy Olsen, Industry Station, advised that Deputy Moss had re-injured his 
back and was placed on IOD status for ten days. 
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